
Great Books for 3-5 year olds

Old Favourites
look out for more great
books by these authors 

The Tiger  
Who Came to Tea
Judith Kerr   

Classic story of the tiger who
came to tea and ate
everything in the house - an
absolute winner. A lovely
introduction to the power of
the imagination. 

Picture Lions  0006640613

Dogger
Shirley Hughes

Dave is heartbroken when 
he loses Dogger, his special
toy, but his story has a happy
ending. A book all children
will relate to.

Red Fox  009992790X

Peace at Last
Jill Murphy

Mr Bear just can’t sleep 
with all the snores and 
tick-tocks in the house and
just drops off as the morning
alarm clock goes. Rhythm,
repetition, sounds and
pictures make this a 
perfect book.

Macmillan  0333712773

Meg and Mog
Jan Pienkowski and
Helen Nicoll

Meg the witch and Mog 
her cat are very popular
picture-book characters. 
This tells the first of their
many adventures (and
disasters, for Meg's spells
never quite work!)

Puffin  0141380594
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Winnie the Witch
Korky Paul and 
Valerie Thomas   

Everything in Winnie’s house
is black, even Wilbur the cat
who is always getting sat
upon! This is the first Winnie
story of many. She is a well
loved character and when
children draw witches, they
nearly always give them 
red and yellow stockings 
like Winnie's.

Oxford  0192721976

Hairy Maclary
from Donaldson’s
Dairy
Lynley Dodd

This is the first of many
stories to feature this
wonderful dog and his
friends. They’re packed with
fun in both the words and
pictures and have
wonderfully rhythmic texts
that are a joy to listen to, or
to read aloud.

Puffin  0140505318

The Blue Balloon
Mick Inkpen 

It’s not an ordinary soggy
balloon the dog finds but
one with ‘strange and
wonderful powers’. Be ready
to read this story with its
surprise ending many times.

Hodder  0340757388

The Rainbow Fish
Marcus Pfister

The most beautiful fish in
the world, a beautiful
glittery one, learns what
makes him happy: that
sharing is part of friendship.

North - South  3314213883

Can’t You Sleep,
Little Bear?
Martin Waddell,
illustrated by 
Barbara Firth

Little Bear can't sleep
because he's afraid of the
dark. Big bear shows him 
the moon and starts to
comfort him until he feels
safe enough to sleep. 
A modern classic.

Walker  1844284913

The Three 
Little Pigs
Nick Sharratt and
Stephen Tucker

A witty re-telling of the
favourite old tale. Bright, 
bold illustrations and flaps 
to lift on every page.

Macmillan  0333963970Old
Favourites
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The Gigantic
Turnip
Aleksei Tolstoy and
Niamh Sharkey

This re-telling of the
traditional tale is given real
life by Niamh Sharkey’s very
original illustrations.

Barefoot Books  1902283295

The Rainbow
Book of 
Nursery Tales
Sam Childs

A big, colourful collection
of traditional stories for the
very youngest children -
includes Anancy, Lazy Jack,
The Princess and the Pea
and lots of old favourites.

Red Fox  0099451123

Don’t forget to introduce traditional stories when your child’s
concentration span increases - of course it’s always good to 
tell the stories yourself if you can remember them. Here are three
books to look at:
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Five Little Ducks
Ian Beck

A beautifully illustrated
counting mystery based on
the well-loved rhyme.

Orchard  1852134976

No More 
Eee-Orrh!
Lydia Monks 

A warm, funny story about a
donkey whose noise isn't
appreciated. However when
he goes quiet and is taken to
hospital, he is missed by all.
Offers a positive image
image of hospital too.

Egmont  1405222018

One is a Snail 
April Pulley Sayre and
Jeff Sayre, illustrated by
Randy Cecil

This brilliant counting book
uses feet not fingers, so ‘One
is a snail, 2 is a person… 8 is
a spider, 9 is a spider and a
snail…’. Real learning here as
children work out lots of
animal combinations to
make numbers up to 100!

Walker  1844281647

Children do so much learning during the pre-school years - colours,
counting, shapes and sizes, and of course they also learn about the world
and people around them. These books are first of all to be enjoyed and, as
children listen and look, lots of learning will take place. Don't push the
learning, let the pleasure come first!

Books for Early Learning

One Snowy Night
Nick Butterworth

A warm beautifully
illustrated story of animals in
winter, which teaches us that
we need to think about
those around us.

Collins  0007146930

Ginger
Charlotte Voake

The arrival of a new kitten
upsets Ginger who doesn’t
want to share. Lovely and
sensitive portrayal of the
give and take of family life.

Walker  0744560357

My Mum
Anthony Browne 
Corgi Children's Books 
0552552348

My Dad
Anthony Browne
Corgi Children's Books 
0552546682

A Chair for 
Baby Bear 
Kaye Umansky & 
Chris Fisher

This book gives you an
excuse to tell the story of
Goldilocks and the Three
Bears as it tells of Baby
Bear’s need for a new chair
after Goldilocks left! But he
needs more faith in human
nature as the arrival of a
parcel shows.

Oxford  0192725351

Great Books for 3-5 year olds

How to 
Catch a Star
Oliver Jeffers

A magical story of a small
boy trying to catch hold of
a dream complemented by
very fresh, almost sparkling
illustrations.

Collins  0007150342

The Very Dizzy
Dinosaur
Jack Tickle

Learn all about dinosaurs 
in this stunning colourful 
pop-up book - enjoy the
rhyming text from this
Pre-School Early Years
Award Winning book.

Little Tiger Press  1845062043

A real celebration of mums and dads - all of whom are as
special to their children as the ones in these books.

Books for
Early Learning

Great Books for 3-5 year olds
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Books About 
Feelings and Fears

Halibut Jackson
David Lucas

Halibut Jackson is so shy that
he makes special clothes to
help him to blend into
different backgrounds - but
things don’t quite work out
as planned when he creates
a special outfit for a visit to
the royal palace. A very
original tale.

Andersen Press  1842703714

Baby Brains
Simon James

Baby Brains is the cleverest
baby ever, there’s nothing he
can’t do, but he soon realises
he doesn't want to grow up
too soon. Instead he wants
his parents to look after him
and treat him like a baby.

Walker  1844280071 

Who's Poorly Too?
Kes Gray and 
Mary McQuillan

Everyone is feeling poorly.
Hamish the Hamster traps his
whiskers in his wheel, and
Connie the Croc breaks her
tooth. Funny and colourful
illustrations add to the
amusing story.

Puffin  0099407787

Good-Bye Daddy
Bridgitte Weninger 
and Alan Marks 

Tom is sad after one of his
Father's visits, so his Mother
comforts him with a bedtime
story about a family of bears
that is happier apart than
together.

North-South  1558587705

Great Books for 3-5 year olds

These books will help you and your child to talk about the
many challenges to be faced by all children - from
accepting a new brother or sister, to going to playschool
and the sad times when we must say "goodbye".

A Present for Paul
Bernard Ashley,
illustrated by 
David Mitchell

A little girl out shopping
with her dad gets lost in a
busy market in this beautiful
book about a warm
father/daughter relationship.

Picture Lions  0006641601

Snip Snap!
Mara Bergman and
Nick Maland

This is a great book to read
aloud, a book about fear
and the need to confront it.
Lots to join in with too.

Hodder  0340882158

Books About 
Feelings and Fears

I Love You Blue
Kangaroo
Emma Chichester Clark

Blue Kangaroo, once Lily’s
favourite toy is forgotten
when new toys arrive - but
she is soon missed.

Picture Lions  0006646840

Flop-Ear
Guido Van Genechten

Flop-Ear is different because
one of his ears hangs down
instead of standing up
straight. He tries everything
until he learns that being
different can be a very
positive thing and just
doesn’t matter.

Cat’s Whiskers/Mantra dual
languages  1903012724

Great Books for 3-5 year olds
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Poems and Rhymes
Poetry books to dip into - and grow into!

These books are fun to read aloud because they're full of rhythm, rhyme
and wonderful words; they will help your child begin to understand how
language works. There's also plenty of repetition to encourage children

to join in and play their part in the book-sharing.

Books About 
Feelings and Fears

Some Dogs Do
Jez Alborough

This brilliant picture book
about believing in yourself is
told in a rhyming text that
children will want to join 
in with.

Walker  1844284573

Doing the 
Animal Bop
Jan Ormerod and
Lindsey Gardiner

This is a book for active
children who simply 
have to join in with the
dancing as they enjoy the
wonderful words.

Orchard  0192791400

Giraffes Can’t
Dance
Giles Andreae and 
Guy Parker-Rees

Another winner that is
impossible to read without
dancing - great pictures too!

Orchard  184121565

We’re Going on a
Bear Hunt
Michael Rosen and
Helen Oxenbury

A great book to read with
several children as they will
love joining in with the
‘swishy swashy’ actions.

Walker and Mantra 
0744555728

Great Books for 3-5 year olds Great Books for 3-5 year olds

Three books about starting school:

Frog and Birdsong
Max Velthuijs

Frog and his friends come 
to understand something 
of death in this moving 
story. Look for other books 
in the series about fear,
friendship, love and more.

Andersen Press  0862649080

Going to
Playschool
Sarah Garland

An engaging and colourful
book that captures the mood
perfectly as a child grows
from being wary to being
confident.

Puffin  0140553630

The Gotcha Smile
Rita Phillips Mitchell
and Alex Ayliffe

Starting school is tough for
Clarine as it’s hard to make
friends. She takes her
Grandfather’s advice and
starts smiling and soon finds
she is joining in and playing
with the other children.

Orchard  1860399517

I am too absolutely
small for School
Lauren Child

This hugely creative book in
terms of words, pictures and
design is a must for all
children about to start school
- a lovely mix of wacky
humour and reality.

Orchard  1843623668
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Poems and
Rhymes

Poems and
Rhymes

Animal Lullabies
Mandy Ross, illustrated
by Krisztina Kallai Nagy

A lovely bedtime book full 
of the poems that animal
parents just might read to
their children at the end of
the day.

Child’s Play  0859531163

Whizz Bang 
Orang-Utan
compiled by John Foster

There are poems of all kinds
here and from all places
about all sorts of things. 
This is a book to return to
again and again.

Oxen  0192761943

The Puffin Book 
of Fantastic First
Poems
edited by June Crebbin

Brilliantly illustrated poems
about mealtimes, playtimes,
animals, family, bedtime 
and much much more. 
A book to dip into with 
pre-school children and five -
and six year-olds.

Puffin  0141308982

Great Books for 3-5 year oldsGreat Books for 3-5 year olds

Fruits: A Caribbean
Counting Poem
Valerie Bloom and
David Axtell

The language, rhythms 
and fruits of the Caribbean
fill this book with colour 
and sound.

Macmillan  0333653122

The Gruffalo
Julia Donaldson and
Axel Scheffler

The story of a walk in the
dark woods - and a real
surprise. Excellent text and
great illustrations.

Macmillan  033396568X

Once Upon a Tide
Tony Mitton and 
Selina Young 

A seaside adventure told
through lovely pictures and
an excellent rhyming text. 

David Fickling Books  0385604181
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All about me

Great Books for 3-5 year olds

My name is ..............................................................

My birthday is ..........................................................

My library is ............................................................

I joined in ........................................................................

All these people share books with me 

..........................................................

..........................................................

..........................................................

..........................................................

..........................................................

..........................................................
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